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23/12/1999 


Date de priority (jour/mois/ann4e) 
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1 . Le present rapport d'examen preliminaire international, etabli par I'adnninistaration chargee de i'examen preliminaire 
international, est transmis au deposant conformennent a I'article 36. 

2. Ce RAPPORT comprend 5 feulHes, y compris la presente feuilte de couverture. 

□ II est acconnpagne d'ANNEXES, c'est-a-dire de feuilles de la description, des revendications ou des dessins qui ont 
ete nnodifiees et qui servent de base au present rapport ou de feuilles contenant des rectifications faites aupr' s de 
I'administration chargee de Texamen preliminaire international (voir la regie 70.16 et {'instruction 607 des Instructions 
administratives du PCT). 

Ces annexes comprennent feuilles. 



3. Le present rapport contient des indications relatives aux points suivants: 



1 




Base du rapport 


II 


□ 


Priorite 


III 


□ 


Absence de formulation d'opinion quant a la nouveaute, I'activitd inventive et ta possibllite 
d'applicatton industrielle 


IV 


□ 


Absence d'unite de {'invention 


V 




Declaration motiv6e selon {'article 35(2) quant ^ la nouveaut6, 1'activite inventive et la possibility 
d'application industrielle; citations et explications a I'appul de cette declaration 


VI 


□ 


Certains documents cit6s 


VII 




Irregularites dans la demande Internationale 


Vlii 


□ 


Observations re{atives k la demande Internationale 



Date de presentation de la demande d'examen preliminaire 
intemationale 

04/09/2000 


Date d'achevement du present rapport 
19.10.2000 


Norn et adresse postale de radministration chargee de 
I'examen preliminaire international: 

Office europeen des brevets • P.B. 5818 Patentiaan 2 
/flft NL-2280 HV Rijswijk - Pays Bas 

Tel. +31 70 340 - 2040 Tx: 31 651 epo nl 

Fax: +31 70 340 - 3016 


Fonctionnaire autorise 

Deutsch. J.-P. (( ^ )) 

N*' de telephone +31 70 340 3336 X^^;^ 
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RAPPORT D'EXAMEN 
PRELIMINAIRE INTERNATIONAL 



Demande intemationale n* PCT/FR99/03265 



i. Base du rapport 

1 . Ce rapport a 6te rddige sur la base des Elements ci-apres {les feuilles de remplacement qui ont ete remises ^ 
('office recepteur en reponse ^ une invitation faite confonnement a I'article 14 sont considerees, dans le present 
rapport, comme "initialement depos4es" et ne sont pas jointes en annexe au rapport puisqu*elles ne contiennent 
pas de modifications,) : 

Description, pages: 

1-10 version initiale 

Revendications, N"": 

1 -29 version initiale 

Dessins, feuilles: 

1/4-4/4 version initiale 

2. Les modifications ont entraine I'annulation : 

□ de la description, pages : 

□ des revendications, n**® : 

□ des dessins, feuilles : 

3. □ Le present rapport a eX6 formule abstraction faite (de certaines) des nnodiflcations, qui ont 6te consid^rees 

comme allant au-dela de I'expos^ de I'invention tel qu'il a ete depos6, comme il est indiqu6 ci-apres 
(regie 70.2(c)) : 

4. Observations compl^mentaires, le cas echeant : 
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RAPPORT D'EXAMEN 
PRELIMINAIRE INTERNATIONAL 



Demande intemationale PCT/FR99/03265 



V. Declarati n m tivee sel n i*article 35(2) quant a la nouv aute, I'activit ' inventiv et la p ssibilit 
d'applicatlon industrielle; citations et expticati ns a I'appui d c tte declaration 



1. Declaration 



Nouveaute 



Oui : Revendications 
Non : Revendications 



1-29 



Activite inventive 



Oui : Revendications 



1-29 



Non : Revendications 

Possibilite d'application industrielle Oui: Revendications 1-29 

Non : Revendications 

2. Citations et explications 
voir feuille separee 

VII. Irregularites dans la demande Internationale 

Les irregularites suivantes, concemant la forme ou le contenu de la demande intemationale, ont 6\e constatees : 
voir feuille separee 



FofTtiulaire PCT/IPEA/409 (cadres l-Vlll, feuille 2) (janvier 1994) 



RAPPORT D'EXAMEN Demande intemationale n*' PCT/FR99/03265 
PRELIMINAIRE INTERNATIONAL - FEUILLE SEPAREE 



Concernant le point V 

Declaration motivee selon Tarticle 35(2) quant ^ la nouveaute, Tactivite inventive 
et la possibilite d'application industrielle; citations et explications k I'appui de 
cette declaration 

Le document EP-A-349 502 illustre Tetat de la technique et decrit une machine de 
lavage de bouchons dans laquelle les bouchons defilent en continu entre une entree et 
une sortie. 

But de rinvention: prevoir une machine compacte qui permette d'augmenter la duree 
de transit des pieces de bouchage. 

Solution proposee: le cheminement des pieces entre Tentree et la sortie ainsi qu'a 
Tinterieur de la machine est un cheminement helicoidal. 

Bien que le document FR-A-2 765 566 decrive un dispositif de stockage dynamique de 
bouchon dans lequel ces derniers suivent un cheminement helicoidal. aucune 
suggestion n'est donnee qui pourrait conduire Thomme de metier a transformer ce 
dispositif en machine de desinfection. La solution ne peut done etre consideree comme 
evidente. 

Comme les revendications 2-29 sont dependantes (directement ou indirectement) de la 
revendication 1, leur objet respectif implique aussi une activite inventive. 



Concernant le point VII 

Irregularites dans la demande Internationale 

Contrairement a ce qu'exige la regie 5.1 a) ii) PCT, la description n'indique pas I'etat de 
la technique anterieure pertinent expose dans le document et ne cite pas ce document. 
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TRAITE DE C 



d^^bRATION EN MAHERE DE BR 

PCT 



RAPPOFTT DE RECHERCHE INTERNATIONALE 
(article 18 et r^es 43 et 44 du PCT) 



Rdf^noe du dossier du ddposant ou 
du mandataire 

PVI 3 PCT 


POUR SUrTE ^ notfflcatkm de transmission du rapport de recherche Intemattonale 
(fonnulatrB PCT/ISA/220) et, le cas Mi^ant, le point 5 d-^rto 

A DONNER 


Demande InteinaUonale n' 
PCT/FR 99/03265 


Date du ddp6t lnteniatlonal0CM/ryfT»oils/ann^^ 

23/12/1999 


(Date de priorttd (la plus andenne) 
(four/mols/annde) 

02/02/1999 


Mposant 

PERRIER VIHEL MANAGEMENT ET TECHNOLOGIE et a1 . 



Le prdsertt rapport de recherche Intamatlonale, 4iabU par radmtnlstratlon chargte de la recherche Intennatlonale, est transmls au 
ddposant confdrmdment k rartlde 16. Une oople en est transmlse au Bureau tntennatlonal. 

Ce rapport de recherche tntematlonale comprend g feuIDes. 

|X| II est aussi aooompagnd d'une oople de chaque document rslattf k I'dtat de la technique qui y est cttd. 



du rapport 

& En oe qui conceme la languo, la recherche IntematkNnale a 6t6 effectute sur la t>ase de la demarKle Internationale dans la 
langue dans laqueOe eOe a M ddpos^, sauf Indication contralre donn^ sous le m^e point 

I I la rectierche Internationale a M effectude sur la t>ase d'une traduction de la demande tntematlonale remise k radmlnlstratton. 

b. En oe qui conceme lee sequences de nudtetldee ou d'addes aminte divulgudes dans la demande Internationale (le cas ddM^ant), 
la recherche tntematlonale a dt6 effectute sur la t>a8e du fl^ge des sequences : 

I I oontenu dans la demarxle tntematlonale, sous forme totts. 

ddpos^ avec la demande Intsmatlormle, sous f^e dMilfflrable par ordlnateur. 
remis utt^eurement k Padmlnlstratlon, sous forme dcrfte. 
remls utt^eurement k fadmlnlstratlon, sous fomie dMitffrable par ordlnateur. 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 



La declaration, selon laquelle le nstage des sequences prfeentd par tolt et fbumi uttdrleurement ne vas pas au-<lel£i de la 
divulgation fatte dans la demande telle que ddposte, a 4td foumle. 

La declaration, selon laquelle les Informations enreglstrees sous forme dechlfltable par ordlnateur sont Identlques k oelles 
du tlstage des sequences prdsentd par dcrlt, a M foumle. 



2. 

a 



I I WaM estlme que certaines revendications ne pouvaiant pas laire I'o^et d'une rechar c he (vdr le cadre I). 
I I II y a abeanee d'unlte de rinventlon (voir le cadre II). 



4. En oe qui conceme letKrev 

PC] le texte est approuvd tel qu1l a M remls par le d^posanL 

I I Le texte a M etabO par I'admtnlstratlon et a la teneur sulvante: 



5. En oe qui conceme rabr^gi, 

lY] le texte est approuvd tel quil a etd remls par le deposant 

□ le texte (reproduK dans le cadre III) a ete etabll par Padmlntetratlon confonndment k la r^Qle 38.2b). Le d^posant peut 
presenter des ot>servatlons k Padmlrdstratlon dans un ddlal d'un mds k compter de la date d'expedltlon du present rapport 
de recherche tntematlonale. 

a La figure dee deednelipubaer avec I'abrdgd est la Figure n"" 21 



I I suggdrdeparleddposanL Aucune des figures 

I I paroe que le ddposant n'a pas suggM de flgune. nest&pubOer. 
|X| paroe que oette figure caractdrtse mieux f invention. 



F=6rniulalre PCT/ISA^IO (prsmldre feuIDe) QuIDet 1998) 



RAPPORT DE RECHEBCHE INTERNATIONALE 




lOUonalo No 

99/03265 



A. CLASSEMENT DE L'pBJET DE LA DEMANDE 

CIB 7 B67B1/03 



Selon la ctassfflcatton tntematlonaie dea brevets (CIB) ou 6 la fob seton la dassfflcatlon natlonaie et te CIB 



B. DOMAINE88URLESQUEL8 LA RECHERCHE A PORTE 



Documentation minlmale consuBde (aystdme da dasamcaOon auM dea aymboles de dassement) 

CIB 7 B67B B67C 



Documentation consuftde autre que la documentation mtnlmale dans ta mesure ots ces documents reinvent dea domalnea aur lesquels a porte la recherche 



Base de donndes Electron Ique consuttde au ooure de la recherche tntematlonaie <nom de la txase de dorm^es, et al i^aHaable. termea de recherche udDdda) 



C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERES COMME PERTINENTS 



Catdgofle*" Identmcatlon dea documents cnea. avec, le caa Mtdant, rindlcatlon dea paaaagM 



no. dea revendlcatlona vls^ 



EP 0 329 632 A (KABIVITRUM AB) 
23 aoQt 1989 (1989-08-23) 
revendl cations 1-3; figures 

FR 2 765 566 A (SIDEL SA) 
8 Janvier 1999 (1999-01-08) 

EP 0 349 502 A (KABIVITRUM AB) 
3 Janvier 1990 (1990-01-03) 



[ I Voir la suttadu cadre C pour la finds la Dste dea documents 



Lea documents de famDlea de t>revets sent Indlquda en annexe 



^ CeAdgoilea spddalea de documents cttte 

'A' document d^lssantr^gdneraJde la technkw non 
consuend comma paitlcuQerement pertinent 

"E' document arfflleur, malapii)!!^ k ta date de depot tntsmaUonal 
ou aprte oette date 

1* document pouvant Jeter un doute aur une revendlcatlon de 
prtortte ou dt6 pour ddtennlner la date de pUMlcatton cfune 
autre cttaUon ou pour une ralson sptelale (telle qi/tndlquee) 

"O" document se r^rant & une divulgation orala, ^ un usage, k 
une exposition ou tous autrea moyens 

"P* document pit>oe avant la date de 66p6t tntematlonal, mate 
poat^rieursment k la date de priority revendlquee 



T* document uttdrieur pubDd mrte la date de ddpdt Intematkmal ou la 
datode prforitd et nTappactenenant paa k Pdtat de la 
technique pertinent, mats cXtA pour oomprerKlre la princ|>e 
ou tathdorle oonstttuant la base de nnvenUon 

"X" document pattlcuO^rement pertlneni; rtnven tJon revendlquee ne peut 
dtre consldMe comma nouvelle ou comma impDquant une actMtd 
Inventive par rapport au document oonsldM Isol^ment 

"Y* document paitbuD^rement pertinent; rtnven tlon revendlqude 
ne peut dtre oonsldMe oomme Implkpiant une actMtd bTventJve 
loiaquB le document est asaodd & im ou plusleura autrea 
documents de mdme nature, oette oombtnalson dtant dvtdente 
pour une personne du matter 

*&* documerrt qid tan partle de la memo famlQe de t>fevet8 



Data k laquelle la recherche Mematlonale a ete effecUvement achevde 



14 mars 2000 



Date <f expddttton du present rapport de recherche tntematlonaie 



22/03/2000 



Nomet 



postale de fatftnl n lstratlon chargde de la recherche fritemadonale 

Offloe Europden dea Breveta, P.Bl 5618 Patsnttaan 2 

NL-2280HVRIj8W|k 

Tel. (+31-70) 340-204a 31 651 epo m. 

Fax: (+31-70) 340-3016 



Foncdortnalre autortsd 



Deutsch, J, -P. 
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Applicfltion No 
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Patent document 
cttad tn search report 



Publication 
date 



Patent family 
member(s) 



PubDcatlon 
date 



EP 329632 



FR 2765566 



23-08-1989 



SE 
EP 
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SE 
UO 
US 



460260 B 
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2503998 
8800525 
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AU 
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8445298 A 
9901375 A 
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07-03-1990 
22-11-1990 
17-08-1989 

24- 08-1989 

25- 09-1990 



25-01-1999 
14-01-1999 



EP 349502 


A 


03-01-1990 


SE 


460459 


C 


08-02-1990 








AT 


96701 


T 


15-11-1993 








DE 


68910479 


D 


09-12-1993 








DE 


68910479 


T. 


24-02-1994 








EP 


0371117 


A 


06-06-1990 








UO 


8911923 


A 


14-12-1989 








US 


5033158 


A 


23-07-1991 



FofTTi PCTA8A/2lO(patantfQmtyarrMX)(Jl^1992) 




PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 

PCT 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 
(PCT Article 36 and Rule 70) 



Applicant's or agent*s file reference 
PVI 3 PCT 


irrfcD riTDTuiTD A/-Tir\M Notification of Transmittal of International 
FOR FURTHER ACTION preliminary Examination Report (Form PCT/IPEA/416) 


International application No. 

PCT/FR99/03265 


"International filing date (day/month/year) 
23 December 1999 (23.12.99) 


Priority date {day/month/year) 

02 February 1999 (02.02.99) 


International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 
B67B 1/03 


Applicant- 

PERKIER VITTEL MANAGEMENT ET TECHNOLOGIE 



This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining 
Authority and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



This REPORT consists of a total of 

□ 



. sheets, including this cover sheet. 



This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority 
(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 



These annexes consist of a total of _ 



sheets. 



RECEIVED 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 



I 


I2SI 


11 


□ 


III 


□ 


IV 


□ 


V 




VI 


□ 


VII 




VIII 


□ 



DEC 2 1 20 01 

T0 1700 



Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 



Date of submission of the demand 

04 September 2000 (04.09.00) 


Date of completion of this report 

19 October 2000 (19.10.2000) 


Name and mailing address of the IPEA/EP 
Facsimile No. 


Authorized ofTicer 
Telephone No. 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 

PCT/FR99/03265 



I. Basis of the report 



1 . This report has been drawn on the basis of (Replacement sheets which have been Jumishedto the receiving Office in response to an invitation 
under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to the report since they do not contain amendments.); 

I I the international application as originally filed. 

the description, pages ^'^Q , as originally filed, 

pages filpd with the demand, 

pages , filed with the letter of 

pages , filed with the letter of 



the claims. 



Nos. 
Nos. 
Nos. 
Nos. 
Nos. 



1-29 



, as originally filed, 

, as amended under Article 19, 

, filed with the demand, 

, filed with the letter of 

, filed with the letter of 



the drawings. 



sheets/fig 
sheets/fig 
sheets/fig 
sheets/fig 



1/4-4/4 



, as originally filed, 
, filed with the demand, 
, filed with the letter of 
, filed with the letter of 



2. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 

I I the drawings, sheets/fig 



2 I I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered 
' — ' to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 



4. Additional observations, if necessary: 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 


international application No. 
PCT/FR 99/03265 


V. 


Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 


1. 


OullCIIIdll 






Novelty (N) Claims ] 


.-29 VES 




Claims 


NO 




Inventive step (IS) - Claims - ^ 


.-2 9 . YES 




Claims 


NO 




Industrial applicability (lA) Claims ~ ' ^ 


"2 9 YES 




Claims 


NO 


2. 


Citations and explanations 






Document EP-A-349 502 represents the prior art and 




describes a stopper washing machine in which stoppers are 




fed continuously from an inlet to an outlet. 




The aim of the invention is to provide a 


compact machine 




whereby the transit time of the stopper portions is 




increased. 






The proposed solution involves routing the portions along 




a helical path between the inlet and the 


outlet as well as 




inside the machine . 






Although document FR-A-2 7 65 566 describes a dynamic 




stopper storage device in which the stoppers move along a 




helical path, there is no suggestion to lead a person 




skilled in the art to convert the device 


into a 




disinfecting machine. Therefore, the solution cannot be 




considered to be obvious . 






Since claims 2-2 9 are (directly or indirectly) dependent 




on claim 1, their subject matter also involves an 




inventive step . 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



Itemational application No. 
PCT/FR 99/03265 



VIL Certain defects in the international application 



The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 



Contrary to the requirement of PCT Rule 5.1(a) (ii), the 
relevant prior art disclosed in the document has not been 
indicated in the description, nor has this document been 
cited. 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box VII) (January 1994) 



PCT 

REQUEST 



The undersigned requests that the present 

international application be processed 
according to the Patent Cooperation Treaty. 



For receiving Office use only 



International Application No. 



International Filing Date 



Name of receiving Office and "PCT International Application" 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 

(if desired) (12 characters maximum) PVI 3 PCT 



Box No. I TITLE OF INVENTION MODULAR MACHINE FOR STERILIZING CLOSURE 

PARTS OF BOTTLES WITH SPIRAL PATH 


Box No. II APPLICANT 


Name and address: (Family name followed by given name; for a legal entity, full ofTicial 
designation. The address must include postal cme and name of country. The country of the 
address indicated in this Box is the applicant's State (that is, country) of residence if no State 
of residence is indicated below.) 

PERRIER VITTEL MANAGEMENT AND TECHNOLOGY 

Trading as: PERRIER VITTEL MT. 

(Corporation) 

20 rue Rouget de Lisle 

92130 ISSY LES MOULINEAUX 

FRANCE 


I 1 This person is also inventor. 


Telephone No. 


Facsimile No. 


Teleprinter No. 


State (that is, country) of nationality: 

FRANCE 


State (that is. country) of residence: 

FRANCE 


This person is applicant r~l all designated ^ all designated States except 1 1 the United States | | the States indicated m 

fnr tVie piirpns<*s Af: I ,. | States A the United States of America 1 1 of America only I I the Supplemental Box 


Box No. m FURTHER APPLIC ANT(S) AND/OR (FURTHER) INVENTOR(S) 


Name and address: (Family name followed by given name: for a legal entity, full official 
designation. The address must include postal code and name of country. The country of the 
address indicated in this Box is the applicant's State (that is, country) of residence if no State 
of residence is indicated below.) 

CERVENY, Jean-Paul 
363 Allee du Luxembourg 
88800 VITTEL 
FRANCE 


This person is: 

1 1 applicant only 

[X| applicant and inventor 

1 1 inventor only (If this check-box 
' — * is marked, do not Till in below.) 


State (that is. country) of nationality: ^ ^ 

FRANCE 


State (that is, country) of residence: 

FRANCE 


This person is applicant 1 | all designated 1 1 all designated States except rU\ the United States | 1 the States indicated in 
for the purposes of: 1 1 States I I the United States of America of America only i 1 the Supplemental Box 


I 1 Further applicants and/or (fiirther) inventors are indicated on a continuation sheet. 


Box No. IV AGENT OR COMMON REPRESENTATIVE; OR ADDRESS FOR CORRESPONDENCE 


The persoii identified below is hereby/has been appointed to act on behalf RFI ^^t 1 1 common representative 
of the apphcant(s) before the competent International Authorities as: li-iJ ^ 1 — 1 ^ 


Name and address: (Family name followed by given name; for a legal entity, full ofTicial 
designation. The address must include postal code and name of country.) 

POUPON, Michel 
Cabinet Michel POUPON 
3 rue Ferdinand Brunot 
88026 EPINAL CEDEX 
FRANCE 


Telephone No. 

+33.3.29.64.05.93 


Facsimile No. 

+33.3.29.64.17.33 


Teleprinter No. 


1 — 1 Address f r correspondence: Mark this check-box where no agent or common representative is/has been appointed and the 
1 1 space above is used mstead to indicate a special address to v^hicn correspondence should be sent. 
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Box No.V 



DESIGNATION OF STATES 



The following designations are hereby made under Rule 4.9(a) (mark the applicable check-boxes; at least one must be marked): 
Regional Patent 



El 



AP 



£A 



El EP 



ARIPO Patent: GH Ghana, GM Gambia, KE Kenya, LS Lesotho, MW Malawi, SD Sudan, SL Sierra Leone, SZ Swaziland, 
UG Uganda, ZW Zimbabwe, and any other State which is a Contracting State of the Harare Protocol and of the PCX 

Eurasian Patent: AM Armenia, AZ Azerbaijan. BY Belarus, KG Kyrgyzstan, KZ Kazakhstan, MD Republic of 
Moldova, RU Russian Federation, TJ Tajikistan, TM Turkmenistan, and any other State which is a Contracting State 
of the Eurasian Patent Convention and of the PCT 

European Patent: AT Austria, BE Belgium, CH and LI Switzerland and Liechtenstein, CY Cyprus, DE Germany, 
DKDenmark, ES Spain, FI Finland, FR France, GB United Kingdom, GR Greece, IE Ireland, IT Italy, LU Luxembourg, 
MC Monaco, NL Netherlands, PT Portugal, SE Sweden, and any other State which is a Contracting State of the European 
Patent Convention and of the PCT 
12 OA OAPI Patent: BFBurkinaFaso, BJ Benin, CF Central African Republic, CG Congo, CI Cote d'lvoire, CM Cameroon, 
GA Gabon, GN Guinea, GW Guinea-Bissau, ML Mali, MR Mauritania, NE Niger, SN Senegal, TD Chad, TG Togo, and 
any other State which is a member State of OAPI and a Contracting State of the PCT (f other i^nd cf protectiari or treatrnent 

desired, spec^ on dotted line) 

National Patent (if other land of protection or treatment desired, specify on dotted line) : 
United Arab Emirates 





AE 


IS 


AL 


El 


AM 


B 


AT 




AU 


El 


AZ 


El 


BA 


El 


BB 


la 


BG 




BR 




BY 


El 


CA 


la 


CH 


El 


CN 


la 


CU 


El 


CZ 


la 


DE 


El 


DK 


cs 


EE 


El 


ES 




FI 


El 


GB 


\s 


GD 


la 


GE 


la 


GH 


la 


GM 


la 


HR 


la 


HU 


El 


ID 


la 


IL 


IS 


IN 


la 


IS 


El 


JP 


El 


KE 


El 


KG 


El 


KP 


El 


KR 




KZ 


El 


LC 


El 


LK 



Albania 



Austria 

Australia 

Azerbaijan 

Bosnia and Herzegovina 

Barbados 

Bulgaria 

Brazil 

Belarus 

Canada 

ind LI Switzerland and Liechtenstein 

China 

Cuba 

Czech Republic 

Germany 

Denmark 

Estonia 

Spain 

Finland 

United Kingdom 
Grenada 

Georgia 

Ghana 

Gambia 

Croatia 

Hungary 

Indonesia 

Israel 

India .* 

Iceland 

Japan 

Kenya 

Kyrgyzstan 

Democratic People's Republic of Korea 

Republic of Korea 

Kazakhstan 

Saint Lucia 
Sri Lanka 



El 
El 
Bl 



Bl 
SI 

51 
Bl 
Bl 
El 

la 

El 
Bl 
Bl 
Bl 

Bl 
El 
El 



Bl 
El 
Bl 
Bl 
Bl 
El 
Bl 

SI 
El 
SI 
SI 
B 



LR Liberia 

LS Lesotho 

LT Lithuania 
LU Luxembourg 
LV Latvia 

MD Republic of Moldova 

MG Madagascar 

MK The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia 

MN Mongolia 

MW Malawi 

MX Mexico 

NO Norway 

NZ New Zealand 

PL Poland 

PT Portugal 

RO Romania 

RU Russian Federation 

SD Sudan 
SE Sweden 
SG Singapore 

SI Slovenia 

SK Slovakia 

SL Sierra Leone 

TJ Tajikistan 

TM Turkmenistan 

TR Turkey 

TT Trinidad and Tobago 

UA Ukraine 

UG Uganda 

US United States of America 



UZ 
VN 
YU 
ZA 
ZW 



Uzbekistan . . 
Viet Nam . . . 
Yugoslavia . . 

South Africa . 

Zimbabwe . . 



Check-boxes reserved for designating States which have 
become party to the PCT after issuance of this sheet: 

□ 

□ 



Precautionary Designation Statement: In addition to the designations made above, the applicant also makes under Rule 4.9(b) all other 
designations which would be permitted under the PCT except any designationCs) indicated in the Supplemental Box as being excluded 
from the scope of this statement. The applicant declares that those additional designations are subject to confirmation and that any 
designation which is not confirmed before the expiration of 1 5 months from the priority date is to be regarded as withdrawn by the applicant 
at the expiration of that time limit. (Confirmation cf a designation consists of the filing of a notice spec^ying that designation and the payment of 
the designation and confirmation fees Confirmation rmist reach die receiving Office within the 15-mon&t time limit) 
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Box No. VI PRIORITY CLAIM 



Filing date 
of earlier application 
(day/month/year) 



Number 
of earlier application 



□ Further priority claims are indicated in the Supplemental Box. 



Where earlier application is: 



national application: 
country 



regional application:* 
regional Office 



international application: 
receiving Office 



item(l) 

02/02/1999 



99 01332 



FRANCE 



item (2) 

05/11/1999 



99 14085 



FRANCE 



item (3) 



The receiving Office is requested to prepare and transmit to the International Bureau a certified copy 
of the earlier application(s) (only if the earlier application was tiled with the Office which for the 
purposes of the present international application is the receiving Office) identified above as item(s): 

* Where the earlier application is an ARIPO application, it is mandatory to indicate in the Supplemental Box at least one country party to the Paris 
Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property for which that earlier application was filed (Rule 4J0(b)(ii)). See Supplemental Box. 



1 and 2 



Box No. VII INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



Choice of International Searching Authority (ISA) 

(if two or more International Searching Authorities are 
competent to carry out the international search, indicate 
the Authority chosen; the two-letter code may be used): 

ISA / OEB 



Request to use results of earlier search: reference to that search (if an earlier 
search has been carried out by or requested from the International Searching Authority): 



Date (day/month/year) 

22/10/1999 



Number 

FA 568792 



Country (or regional Office) 

FRANCE 



Box No. Vm CHECK LIST; LANGUAGE OF FILING 



This international application contains 
the following number of sheets: 

request : 3 

description (excluding 

sequence listing part) : 1 Q 

claims : 3 

abstract : 1 

drawings : 4 

sequence listing part 

of description : 



Total number of sheets 



21 



This international application is accompanied by the item(s) marked below: 



copy of general power of attorney; reference number, if any: 
statement explaining lack of signature 



1. 




2. 


□ 


3. 


□ 


4. 


□ 


3. 


□ 


6. 


□ 


7. 


□ 


8. 


□ 


9. 


m 



other (specify): Search Report - Earlier Application 



Figure of the drawings which 
should accompany the abstract: 6 


Language of filing o f the 

mtemationai application: riv/\lN\^jQ 


Box No. IX SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT OR AGENT 



Next to each signature, indicate the name of the person signing and the capacity in which the person signs (if such capacity is not obvious from reading the request). 



Michel POUPON, Agent 



1. 


Date of actual receipt of the purported 
international application: 


tor rece 




2. Drawings: 


3. 


Corrected date of actual receipt due to later but 
timely received papers or drawings completing 
the purported international application: 






1 1 received: 


4. 


Date of timely receipt of the required 
corrections under PCT Article 11(2): 






1 j not received: 


5. 


International Searching Authority a / 
(if two or more are competent): 1^!>A / 




6. 1 1 Transmittal of search copy delayed 
1 — 1 until search fee is paid. 





For International Bureau use only 



Date of receipt of the record copy 
by the International Bureau: 
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